proceeded to establish the Service's Climatological Division and to initiate its regular publications. In 1947, however, he welcomed the opportunity to regain his standing of professor, as head of the School of Cosmic Physics in the Dublin Institute of Advanced Studies. He quickly built the premises in Merrion Square into an important observatory. The number of students was small, but research continued in many sections of geophysics, while colleagues extended the scope of the School with sections for astronomy and cosmic rays. In 1955 it was the venue for the first International Symposium on Atmospheric Condensation Nuclei.
Pollak retired when seventy-five, but not to laze. He was much in demand as consultant and spent most of his last year assisting projects in the United States. It was, however, at his home that death came suddenly.
Pollak's lectures were prepared with meticulous care, and yet achieved the appearance of spontaneity, and included homely and topical references. Nearly two hundred papers bear his name, many dealing with the photoelectric nucleus counter, developed during his first years in Ireland. It had been the pioneer work on punchedcard techniques in climatology which had established Pollak's name earlier, and he was also largely responsible for the dissemination of Fuhrich's auto-correlation method of investigating periodicities. The only text-book bearing his name is Methods of Climatology, published in 1950, written in collaboration with V. Conrad, of Harvard University (formerly at Vienna). Many modern instruments incorporate Pollak's improvements: actinometers, balloon theodolites, kata-thermometers, dosimeters, tonometers: all received his attention, and several were the subjects of patents.
His first wife, Johanna, was a gifted linguist. She died in 1958. In 1962 he married Nessa Falconer, who survives him.
F. E. DIXON The Rockefeller Institute :
NEWS and VIEWS
Prof. C. Pfaffmann DR. C. PFAFFMANN has been appointed vice-president and professor of the Rockefeller Institute, where he will be responsible for the development of a broad programme of graduate teaching and research in the behavioural sciences, with emphasis on the relations of the natural and social sciences. Dr. Pfaffmann graduated from Brown
